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West Dean Church of England Primary School 
West Dean, Chichester, West Sussex, PO18 ORJ 

Telephone: 01243 811247 

We do our best in all we do, with God’s love. 
 ‘Love one another. As I have loved you, so must you love one another.’  John 13 

 

Newsletter 27 17.04.26   
Well done, our overall attendance level for the year is holding firm at 96% this week. 

Don’t forget to check out Rev Sarah’s Rector’s Rambling this week, which can be viewed by CLICKING HERE.  

Staffing News 
We had a busy day on Wednesday interviewing prospective teachers to join our team 
in September. Each teacher taught an observed lesson and Beech Class children were 
very mature and cooperative in hosting all three observed lessons and in giving their 
thoughts on the candidates afterwards. Our Pupil Parliament were also part of the 
interview process and Mrs Chilton, who supervised the Parliament’s three candidate 
interviews, was overwhelmingly impressed by the children’s attitude and professional 
conduct throughout. Well done children and thank you for helping.  
 
I am pleased to say that we successfully appointed a teacher, who will join us in 
September. I will share more details of the successful candidate once they have 
announced their news within their own school and also share the overall teaching staff 
structure across the school for September, once I have finalised this in the coming 
weeks. 
 
We are advertising for a Learning Support Assistant to join our team as soon as 
possible, our advert is attached at the end of this newsletter. Please do share this with 
anyone you know who maybe interested. 

Welcome back for the start of the summer term. Those of you who follow us on 
Instagram or have spent time in our grounds this week may have seen some of the 
examples of how our school site is bursting into bloom, no doubt due to the glorious 
weather we experienced throughout most of the Easter break. Whilst I realise you may 
not have had quite as long away from work as your children, I hope you were able to 
have some quality family time and get outside in all that sunshine.  All of our children have 
spent plenty of time exploring outdoors during this first week back at school. Chestnut 
Class children have been found mostly hanging off of our pond dipping deck or kneeling 
at the water’s edge in search of emerging pond life. Throughout the course of this half 
term, they’ll be conducting a close study of our school pond ecosystem and that of the 
wider natural area. 

 

Maple Class have begun a joint learning journey with our Bishop Luffa partner schools, inspired by the book Dear 
Earth, by Isabel Otter. They got started by taking a wander along Centurion Way yesterday, to see what natural 
wonders they could find. Obviously they left most of what they found in its natural surroundings where it belongs, 
but they did bring some treasures back to school too, including a huge dried and twisted ivy stem, which they 
were delighted to discover was almost exactly the same height as me (183cm in case you were wondering!) 
 

Apple Class have also embarked on a joint learning journey with our BLLP schools and 
headed off on a double decker bus to Nyewood Infant School in Bognor Regis on Thursday, for a morning of 
creative and outdoor fun. The children made new friends, discovered some pond life, including a newt, in 
Nyewood’s Forest School area, they hunted for bugs and got stuck into a range of creative and busy bee 
activities around the theme of our natural world. Such fun and so lovely to be working in partnership again 
within our academy trust.  
If you are feeling jealous of all that outdoor fun the children have had this week, then why not join us for a 
few hours of gardening graft and friendly chat at our grounds morning tomorrow from 9.30am? There is 
always plenty to do at this time of year, to get our school set up and looking its best for the children to use 
throughout the term. Best wishes for an exciting summer term ahead! Chris Williams 

 

 

 

 

Music Assembly  -  Thurs 7th May 

Mrs Anstee will be leading a Music 
Assembly on Thursday 7th May, in 
school during our usual worship 
time. Children who currently play or 
learn a musical instrument are 
invited to take part and play during 
the assembly, if they would like to.  
Please let Mrs Anstee know if your 
child would like to take part or email  

office@westdean.w-sussex.sch.uk 

Please come and help us at Grounds Morning, tomorrow, 18th April,  09.30 to 
12.30—even if you can spare just and hour. Thank you! 

file://wd-dc/head$/Activ Software
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Final 2025/26 INSET Day: Wednesday 22nd July 2026 

All 2026/27 INSET Days: Autumn: Tues 1st September 2026 (school closure), Weds 2nd September 

Spring: Mon 4th January 2027, Friday 5th February 2027 (NB: not aligned with the half term break) 

Summer: Wednesday 21st July 2027 

Summer Term 2026: Monday 13th April — Tuesday 21st July.  

Half term break — Monday 25th to Friday 29th May  

Saturday 18th April 9.30-12.30, Grounds Morning—everyone welcome—please help! 

Monday 20th April Open the Book Assembly in school 

Tuesday 21st April Chichester Falcons Baseball, in school, Chestnut Class 

Tuesday 21st April 3.00-5.30, Parent Consultation Evening  

Wednesday 22nd April 3.00-6.00, Parent Consultation Evening  

Thursday 23rd April  Matt Lindsay—Growing Revolution Assembly in school 

Thursday 23rd April SSP Future Flyers at Westgate (selected children) 

Saturday 25th April ESSA Swim Gala Finals (selected children with Mrs Goacher) 

Monday 27th April 2.30, Chestnut Class parents, SATs Meeting with Mrs Johnson 

Tuesday 28th April Hugo Van Driel Assembly in school 

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday—School Closed 

Thursday 7th May Music Assembly (in school) 

Friday 8th May Cathedral Enrichment Day KS2 (selected children tbc) 

Saturday 9th May Chichester Cormorants Swim Gala (details to follow) 

Monday 11th May SATs Week 

Tuesday 12th May 1.00-3.00, SSP Quadkids (selected Yr 3/4 , details to follow) 

Tuesday 19th May Dancehouse—rehearsal and performance for Dance Club 

Wednesday 20th May Open The Book Worship in School 

Wednesday 20th May 2.30, Chestnut Class Residential Visit meeting for parents/carers 

Thursday 21st May School Nurse in school—Year R screening 

Friday 22nd May Last day of the first half term 

Half term break 

Don’t miss our club timetable for the first half of the summer term on the next page.   

Booking is now live on Arbor. Milk and Fruit are available to order on Arbor for the summer term. Milk is priced at £6.50 
and fruit will be £7.92 for the summer term. 

Changes to school drop-off this week  
Thank you for your support of the new start of school day routine that we began trialling at the beginning of this week. So far, the 
new routine has, in most aspects, resulted in a positive improvement for the children, enabling them to enter school and begin their 
day in a calm, happy and purposeful manner. Understandably, the change took some getting used to by some, but we are confident 
that by the end of the week, everyone was beginning to see the positives. 
 

We have had to keep the gates locked until 8.20am, as there was clearly some initial misunderstanding around when children are 
allowed to go into class. PLEASE NOTE, teachers will not be present and ready in class until 8.20am at the earliest. If you arrive on the 
playground earlier than this time, please wait for the signal from the school adult on duty that your child may proceed into class. 
 

End of day stay and play  -  we really love seeing children and families enjoying our lovely school grounds after pick-up each day, 

especially during the sunny weather. A polite reminder please that we permit this on the understanding that you will closely 
supervise your children. Whilst they remain on the school site, they are officially still in our care and we may be liable should 
something go wrong. We cannot provide adult supervision at this time of day, so we rely on your cooperation as parents to supervise 
appropriately. Thank you 
 

Dogs on site - we also really enjoy welcoming your four-legged, furry members of the family into school and Monty the school dog 

is happy to share his grounds with them. Please do ensure that dogs are on a lead and under ADULT SUPERVISION at all times. Please 
also make absolutely sure that you completely clean up after your dog, should they leave anything behind. 
 

Summer PE Kit - please ensure that your child has a blue t-shirt and dark (navy or black) shorts in school every day for PE. Joggers, 

leggings and hoodies are permitted during the cold winter weather but are no-longer needed this term. All children should be 
wearing summer PE kit please. 
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A new ‘Living Wall’ 

Matt Lindsay from Growing Revolution, who is going to help us with installing a ‘Living Wall’ in 
school, will be in school next Thursday to explain the project to the children in assembly. 

Don’t forget Matt’s kind offer to our school community of a very generous 15% discount at: 

https://www.growingrevolution.com 

15% discount across our website 
for all West Dean Primary staff and parents.  

You will need to enter WESTDEAN15 at checkout to redeem this. 

News from West Dean ‘Friends’ Spring Term Events:  Save the Dates! 

‘Pre-loved Uniform:  westdeanuniform@gmail.com.  If you have any specific 
requirements from our pre-loved uniform, don’t wait for the next sale, you can email 
us to see if we have what you need!  

 
Friends are busy planning for our Summer Sizzler event, Friday 19th June  -  Save 
the Date. 
Please do let us know if you are able to help in any way, run a stall, donate your expertise, organise etc, we 
would love to hear from you. 

Summer Term one Clubs 

Our after school club provision looks slightly different again this half term.  We are offering a range of after school clubs, which our teach-
ing staff will be leading (with the exception of Dance Club in preparation for the Dance House event, led by Ellie Holder and our usual SCS 
sports club. 

The cost of our Dance club will be £6 per child, per session, to include a donation towards costumes.  SCS is booked and paid directly 
through their booking system. (details above.  Other clubs will be free of charge to join and all of our clubs run between 3.00 – 4.00. 

After School Club Dates: W/C 13th, 20th 27th April and 4th, 11th, 18th May  -  x6 weeks. 
 
Dance Club Dates: 16th, 23rd, 30th April and 7th, 14th, 21st May.   SCS Please check their website for details: https://
southcoastsports.ipalbookings.com/      In addition to our after school club programme , Activ8 will be offering wraparound care between 
3.00 and 6.00pm.  Booking for wraparound care should be made directly with Activ8.https://activ8forkids.ipalbookings.com.  Bookings 
must be made in advance, up to 12 noon on the day of care.        Email: Josh at westdeanmanager@activ8forkids.co.uk. 

Our Breakfast Bears Club is also available, Monday to Friday, 8.00 – 8.30, £4 per child (including breakfast)   Please make sure that you 
book at least 24hrs in advance. You can make your bookings for after school clubs and Breakfast Bears on-line at Arbor.  Please contact the 
school office if you require a reminder of your log-in details. 

https://www.growingrevolution.com
https://www.growingrevolution.com
https://www.growingrevolution.com
https://www.growingrevolution.com
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Yr R Sam  -  for your passion and enthusiasm on our trip! 

 

Yr 1  Poppy  -  for making new friends on our trip.  You were kind 

 and considerate all day! 

 

Yr 2  William  -  for being considerate to your classmates.  Always 

 helping them around the classroom and outside, showing 

 kindness and a good sense of responsibility. 

 

Yr 3 Eddie  -  for demonstrating such wonderful handwriting in 

 your terrific sentences this week. 

 

Yr 4  Kash  -  for writing some terrific sentences with expanded 

 noun phrases.  Keep it up! 

 

Yr 5  Mia  -  for always showing care, kindness and consideration 

 for the children and grown ups in our school. 

 

Yr 6 Martha  -  for being able to find the good in everyone and 

 use kind words to make us all feel valued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Dean CE Primary School  

Acorn Awards 

Friday 17th April 2026 
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Continued overleaf 

We have a job opportunity for a Learning Support Assistant. Please share the advertisement below with anyone 
you know who may be interested in joining our team. 
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