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West Dean Church of England Primary School 
West Dean, Chichester, West Sussex, PO18 ORJ 

Telephone: 01243 811247 

We do our best in all we do, with God’s love. 
 ‘Love one another. As I have loved you, so must you love one another.’  John 13 

 

Newsletter 25 20.03.26   
Unfortunately, our overall attendance level for the year has dropped to  95.9%. Any schools that fall below 96% are a cause for concern. 

Let’s try to get our attendance back up to a healthy position please. 

Don’t forget to check out Rev Sarah’s Rector’s Rambling this week, which can be viewed by CLICKING HERE.  

We had some lovely egg designs for the 
Easter competition this week, but Pupil 
Parliament have disappeared off with the 
results and pictures of the winners, so we 
will chase them down and celebrate that 
next week! 

Beech Class Science Fair  On Thursday afternoon, Beech Class held 
their Whizpopping Science Fair to which parents and families were 
invited.  We had several different stations, each featuring an 
enchanting assortment of learning from the term. Parents were 
encouraged to participate in the interactive elements of the fair, 
such as ‘Digestive System Bingo’, ‘Solids, liquids, gases’ (rock, paper, 
scissors) and various quizzes.  There were demonstrations to enjoy 
and investigations to observe and participate in.  The afternoon 
concluded with a spectacular performance of The Water Cycle 
Song. Parents left glowing reviews such as “What wonderful work. 
We are so inspired by the amount of creativity and originality in all 
their work”. Another parent commented, “Thanks for a lovely time. 
Very educational and interactive. Loved the singing!” Thank you so 
much to everyone who came to our Whizzpopping Science Fair. 
Beech Class loved having you here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
South coast Sports—After School 
Provision: Please be advised that 

summer term Multisports club is now 
live and bookings can be made using the 
link below or the logo above. 
https://
southcoastsports.ipalbookings.com/ 

Apple and Maple Class Exhibitions — Parents were dazzled by an impressive array 
of learning on Wednesday as both Apple and Maple Classes put on a show of their 
work from this term to their parents. There were all things insect related from our 
Apples, including some incredible artwork and very 
characterful creatures made in DT. The Maples showed 
off their knowledge of endangered animals and habitats, 
in particular the rainforests. Little did the parents know 
that their children had, at some point this term, ventured 
into the rainforest itself, for some on location filming of a 
very informative video! David Attenborough would be 
proud of them and we certainly are too! 
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Some exciting news ….. 

In response to our ‘Friends’ plea for support from local businesses, we have 
been working with Matt Lindsay from Growing Revolution, who is going to help 
us with installing a ‘Living Wall’ in school. 

Matt will be coming in to introduce this to the children during an assembly on 
Thursday 26th March. 

Do have a look at their website: 

https://www.growingrevolution.com 

Matt has very kindly offered our school community a very generous 15% 
discount, see details below: 

 

 15% discount across our website for all West Dean 
Primary staff and parents. You will need to 

enter WESTDEAN15 at checkout to redeem this. 

News from West Dean ‘Friends’ Spring Term Events:  Save the Dates! 

‘Pre-loved Uniform:  westdeanuniform@gmail.com.  If you have any specific 
requirements from our pre-loved uniform, don’t wait for the next sale, you can 
email us to see if we have what you need!  

. 
Friends Easter Event 
The children all had a lot of fun being creative and decorating their eggs this week.  Our Pupil Parliament 
judged the children’s designs and a prize was awarded for each year group.  Thank you to everyone who 
baked and bought for our Easter Bake Sale on this week. Over two days we raised an amazing £336.47! 
 
Comic Relief—Red Nose Day 
The children all looked amazing today dressed in their red noses, clothes and accessories! 
Thank you to everyone for supporting Comic Relief.   
There is still time to make a donation on Arbor or you can drop cash into the office.  We will let you know 
the final amount donated next week. 
 

Grounds Morning—Saturday 18th April,  09.30—12.30 
 
Once everyone has had time to relax over the Easter 
holiday, we would be really grateful if you would give us a 
few hours of your time on the Saturday morning at the end 
of the first week back at school. There are a lot of jobs to do 
at this time of year to get our lovely grounds tidied and 
looking their best ready for the children to enjoy throughout 
the summer term. 
 
Once you get going, Grounds Mornings are always a fun, 
social time and there’s no truer phrase than ‘many hands 
make light work’. There will be plenty of digging, pruning, 
weeding and sweeping to do and possibly the odd repair job 
too, so something for everyone to get stuck into. 
 
We are really fortunate to have such expansive grounds, 
and your children adore being outside as much as possible during the warm summer weather. However, it is a challenge to 
keep everything maintained without your support. We can promise a refreshing drink mid-morning and quite possible a treat 
too, so come along and join the fun. Any general garden tools that you are able to bring are always welcome—we have some 
but never enough. Do make sure you label or keep a keen eye on your own tools. See you there on the 18th April. 

https://www.growingrevolution.com
https://www.growingrevolution.com
https://www.growingrevolution.com
https://www.growingrevolution.com
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29th March  
3pm – 5pm 

 

East Dean  
Village Hall 

Crafts, activities, food, songs, and 

worship. 
For all Primary and Pre School 

Children 
Registration and start @ 3pm  
Please bring an adult with you 

 

Check us out on Facebook - www.facebook.com/
ValleyParish and book your place or email 

priestvalleyparish@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/ValleyParish
http://www.facebook.com/ValleyParish
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Bishop Luffa School, part of the Bishop Luffa Learning Partnership, are currently seeking to appoint a Teaching 
Assistant to join their friendly, dedicated and motivated team. 
  
If you, or anyone you know are interested in this role, please see information booklet for further details, along with 
a copy of our application form, all of which are also available on our school website at the link below: 
  
https://www.bishopluffa.org.uk/home/vacancies/ 

 The closing date for applications is Monday 23rd March and the application form should be sent to Nicky Christo-
pher, Head Teacher’s PA, at HeadsPA@bishopluffa.org.uk 

https://www.bishopluffa.org.uk/home/vacancies/
mailto:HeadsPA@bishopluffa.org.uk
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Yr R Lily  -  for your fantastic reading!  Super sounding out and 

 a great story voice! 

 

Yr 1 -  Barnaby  -  for your positive attitude towards your learning!  

 Keep it up. 

 

Yr 2  Delilah  -  for your excellent participation in all our class 

 activities.  You contribute lovely ideas and are enthusiastic 

 with all your learning.  You are a lovely friend and very 

 thoughtful to your classmates.  Well done.  

 

Yr 3 Barney P  -  for being our food chains expert.  It was 

 wonderful to hear you sharing your extensive knowledge. 

 

Yr 4  Harry  -  for your calm and mature attitude and approach 

 to life in Beech Class, a highly responsible and kind boy.  

 Well done! 

 

Yr 5  Hettie H  -  for showing increased confidence in your maths 

 and applying strategies successfully. 

 

Yr 6 Reuben  -  for your consistent happy, positive and polite 

 manner.  You are an asset to our classroom and the school! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Dean CE Primary School  

Acorn Awards 

Friday  20th March 2026 
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2025/26 INSET Days 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Wednesday 22nd July 2026 

Spring Term 2026 

Tuesday 6th January—Friday 27th March 

Half term break—Monday 16th to Friday 20th February  

Tuesday 24th March 8.30, ‘Friends’ Meeting in pavilion, all welcome—Summer Sizzler planning 

Tuesday 24th March Beech Class visit to CFT for BFG  

Tuesday 24th March 2.30, Chestnut Class Open Classroom 

Wednesday 25th March 8.30, Westgate Swimming, Yr 3,4,5 (Last Session) 

Wednesday 25th March SSP Arun Swim Gala 

Wednesday 25th March 6.30, Chichester Runners Corporate Challenge 

Thursday 26th March Matt Lindsay, Growing Revolution Assembly, to introduce our Living Wall 

Thursday 26th March Beech Class, CFT Poetry Workshop in school 

Thursday 26th March 1.30, Chestnut Class BLLP Poetry Project at Chichester Baptist Church 

Friday 27th March 8.45, Palm Sunday Procession to West Dean Church from school. Families welcome 

to join us. 

 Final Day of Spring Term. 

 Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April First day of the Summer Term 

Thursday 16th April 9.00-1.00, Apple Class visit to Nyewood Infants School re Trust Project 

Monday 20th April Open the Book Assembly in school 

Tuesday 21st April Chichester Falcons Baseball, in school, Chestnut Class 

Tuesday 21st April 3.00-5.00, Parent Consultation Evening (booking opening after the Easter break) 

Wednesday 22nd April 3.00-6.00, Parent Consultation Evening (booking opening after the Easter break) 

Thursday 23rd April SSP Future Flyers at Westgate (selected children) 

Tuesday 28th April Hugo Van Driel Assembly in school 

Friday 8th May Cathedral Enrichment Day KS2 (selected children tbc) 

Saturday 9th May Chichester Cormorants Swim Gala (details to follow) 

Monday 11th May SATs Week 

Tuesday 19th May Dancehouse—rehearsal and performance for Dance Club 

Wednesday 20th May Open The Book Worship in School 

 

Clarification and a polite plea — We have had some question from parents about the drop-off routine in the morning, which 
we are more than happy to clarify. All children should be on the playground ready to line up by 8.30am. Reception children 
should be at their classroom door by this time. If you arrive after this time and the children have left the playground, even if 
there are still parents standing on the playground, please enter school through the front door. We need to close our gates 
at this time and often, as we try to close one gate, some families are rushing in via another gate and then we accidentally trap 
people!  By 8.30am—playground please. After 8.30am or no children on playground—enter via the front door. Thank you. 


