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West Dean Church of England Primary School 

We do our best in all we do, with God’s love. 
 ‘Love one another. As I have loved you, so must you love one another.’  John 13 

 

Newsletter 34  09.06.26   
There has been quite a bit of absence recently in addition to illness, so our overall attendance level for the year has remained at 96%. 

Don’t forget to check out Rev Sarah’s Rector’s Rambling this week, which can be viewed by CLICKING HERE.  

Beech Class have enjoyed seeing and hearing Mrs Anstee’s  
double bass this week. They were inspired to sketch it whilst 
listening to songs famous for their double bass parts, like  
Nancy Sinatra’s ‘These boots were made for walking’!  

Apple Class Visitor—Mr Porter 
 
Apple Class had a special visitor on Wednesday 10th June.  
"Mr. Porter gave up some of his time to come in and play the 
piano for us. 
 He told us about how the piano works and how the hammer hits 
the strings. 
 He talked about the composer Mozart and about his music. He 
also played us a piece of music that he had composed himself. 
He gave the school a wooden treble clef which is usually the right 
hand sign in music." Beatrix Year 1 
 

  

Apple Class would like to put out a plea for any kind of tape for their art creations 
please.  They use copious amounts of cellotape, masking tape and brown packing tape.  
If you have anything at home that you would be able to donate then we would be very 
grateful. 

Thank you. 

Chestnut Class have been away in Medway, Kent this week, 
on their residential visit. 

They have been to Rochester Castle and Cathedral, Chatham 
Dockyard and Chatham Snow Sports Centre. 

Today they had a visit to Capstone Alpaca Farm. 

Look out for news next week of their exciting 

adventures. 
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News from West Dean ‘Friends’ Spring Term Events:  
Save the Dates! 

‘Friends are busy planning for our Summer 
Sizzler event,  

Friday 19th June  -  Save the Date. 

Further information has been sent in a 
separate email. 
 
Please do let us know if you are able to help in any way, run 
a stall, donate your expertise, organise etc, we would love to 
hear from you.  Look out for your raffle tickets which have 
been sent home. Each family has been allocated x2 books to 
sell, please do your best. 
Plea for raffle prizes please, if you have anything that you 
would like to donate or you have a contact that might be 
happy to donate a prize, please do let us know.  
 
We would like to start collecting things for the event and 
would like to invite you to bring in items for our Tombolas.  

Bottles of any kind, size, variety for the adult 
tombola, and Teddies/soft toys for the 
children’s tombola.  Please bring any items 
either to the office or to the pavilion.   
 
We are also asking for donations for our 

preloved homeware, good quality children's clothes on 
hangers  and children's books stall .   
We are also having a ‘Jumble’ stall, so any clothes, toys etc, 
please do bring them in for us. 
Our plant stall has been confirmed so we will have lots of 
plants for sale on the day,  ready for your tubs and baskets! 
We need your delicious cakes and bakes to sell on the day, 
please bring these into school on the day, morning would be 
preferable, thank you, nut free please. 

SAVE THE DATE  
Wednesday 15th July (late afternoon / early evening, tim-
ings TBC) 
 
Whole School Exhibition & Showcase of our summer 
learning journey ‘There’s a Power in the Music’  
Following the success of our Olympic themed combined learning journey two summers ago, this year all of the children 
in the school will be working on a music inspired cross-curricular learning journey. The culmination of this half term of 
work will be celebrated at an exhibition event on 15th July, in school. We would love to see every family joining us to 
celebrate their child’s achievements, so please save the date and further details of precise timings will be coming soon. 



 3 

 

Final 2025/26 INSET Day: Wednesday 22nd July 2026 

All 2026/27 INSET Days:  

Autumn: Tues 1st September 2026 (school closure), Weds 2nd September 

Spring: Mon 4th January 2027, Friday 5th February 2027 (NB: not aligned with the half term break) 

Mon 22nd February 2027 (aligned with  half term break) 

Summer Term 2026: Monday 13th April — Tuesday 21st July.  

Monday 15th June 1.00, Sports Afternoon (all welcome) 

Tuesday 16th June Maple Class visit to Goodwood Farm 

Wednesday 17th June Open The Book Worship in School 

Wednesday 17th June 2.00-2.45, New Entrants, first visit 

Wednesday 17th June BLLP Cricket Sessions in school for all classes 

Thursday 18th June  Bishop Luffa Worship in school 

Friday 19th June 3.00-6.00pm, ‘Friends’ Summer Sizzler Event (No SCS after school sports club) 

Monday 22nd June Open The Book Worship in School 

Monday 22nd June 1.30, Year 6 Leavers’ Service—Chichester Cathedral 

Wednesday 24th June 1.45-2.45, New Entrants, second visit 

Wednesday 24th June BLLP Cricket Sessions in school for all classes 

Thursday 25th June Beech Class Big Camp (Year 4 camping) 

Friday 26th June Beech Class Activity Day (Year 3 & 4) 

Monday 29th June Sports Afternoon (Reserve date in case of bad weather on the 15th June) 

Wednesday 1st July 1.45-2.45, New Entrants, third visit 

Wednesday 1st July BLLP Cricket Sessions in school for all classes 

Thursday 2nd July Bishop Luffa Worship in school 

Thursday 2nd July 5.30, Full Governing Body Meeting 

Tuesday 7th July Hugo Van Driel Assembly in school 

Wednesday 8th July BLLP Cricket Sessions in school for all classes 

Wednesday 15th July BLLP Cricket Sessions in school for all classes 

Wednesday 15th July Whole School Music Event—Save the Date  (details to follow) 

Thursday 16th July End of Term Disco (details to follow) 

Friday 17th July Year 6 Bikeability at West Dean 

Monday 20th July Year 6 Bikeability at Singleton 

Tuesday 21st July 2.45, Mrs Chilton’s Afternoon Tea (all welcome)  
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Yr R Hettie  -  for your amazing attitude to your learning!  You 

 always try your best. 

 

Yr 1  Sofia  -  for your determination at doing your best in all 

 your learning. 

 

Yr 2  Hugo  O  -  for your enthusiasm for learning, positive 

 attitude, and hard work in phonics.  You are becoming a 

 confident reader.  Well done! 

 

Yr 3 Charlie  -  for your brilliant sketch of a double bass.  Your 

 attention to detail was wonderful. 

 

Yr 4 Paddy  -  for the huge effort you are making with your 

 writing.  We have spotted you, keep it up! 

  

Yr 5  Chestnut Class are away on residential 

 

Yr 6 Chestnut Class are away on residential 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Dean CE Primary School  

Acorn Awards 

Friday 12th June 2026 
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Hopefully you will have heard of West's Wood Fair, but if you haven't it's an event we put 
on every year. This year it is taking place on the 19th, 20th & 21st June and we would 

love for you to join us in celebrating all things wood. 
 

There is lots to see and do, like displays by the Dorset Axemen, Hamble & Hound Gun-
dog Club or heavy horses. You can take a tractor & trailer ride into the depths of the for-
est, or have a game of crazy croquet. Or why not have a go at one of our free to enter 
competitions, like the Sussex Scrumpy Stakes or timber identification challenge. We 

have a busy kids corner with lots of things for the children, plus the log roll which is al-
ways popular. Or enjoy a stroll round the exhibitors stands, where you'll see a wide varie-
ty of products and some exhibitors will be carrying out demonstrations, some will even let 

you have a go yourself. 
 

Not everything takes place on Friday, as we invite several schools to attend free of 
charge, so entry is half price (£7), see our website for more details. Entry on the Satur-

day or Sunday is £15 but if you head over to the website you can still buy early bird tick-
ets for £13.50 until 11pm tomorrow night. 

 
If you do come we hope you have a great day and we'd love to hear what you thought 

and see any photos you took. 
 

Kind regards, Peter West & all at L West & Son Press release short copy 

 

 

Pick up the tempo and Read to the Beat at a library near you 

 

West Sussex Library Service's popular Summer Reading Challenge is back! 
This year’s theme is Read to the Beat, a celebration of reading and music. 

 
Pre-registration is open from Monday 15 June and the Summer Reading 

Challenge starts in your local West Sussex library on Saturday 4 July, running 
until Saturday 12 September. It’s free for families to take part and a great 
way to encourage reading for pleasure during the long summer holiday.  

 
Once registered online for the Challenge at libraries.westsussex.gov.uk/src, 

children reveal a special code word to staff at their local library to get a Read to 
the Beat sticker booklet. The main Challenge is aimed at children aged 4-11 

years, whilst under-4s can take part in the Mini Challenge. 
 
Children will have access to a wide range of books – both physical and 

downloadable! They will have all summer to enjoy books and achieve 
personalised reading goals, returning to the library several times to discuss the 

books they have been reading with Summer Reading Challenge Volunteers, 
collecting stickers and other exciting rewards along the way. 
 

[For anyone interested in volunteering in this role, full details and the application 
form are available at libraries.westsussex.gov.uk/src, with a closing date of 

Friday 3 July.] – optional depending on space; won’t be relevant past start of 
July 
 

Sing from the rooftops – it’s nearly Summer Reading Challenge time! 
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Summer Term 2 Club Provision 

For our after school provision this half term we are offering a range of after school clubs, which our teaching staff 
will be leading (with the exception of Dance Club, led by Ellie Holder and our usual SCS sports club. 

The cost of our Dance club will be £5 per child, per session.  SCS is booked and paid directly through their booking 
system. (details above.  Other clubs will be free of charge to join and all of our clubs run between 3.00 – 4.00. 

After School Club Dates: W/C 1st, 15th, 22nd, 29th June, 6th and 13th July.- x6 weeks 
 
With just 7 children signed up so far, there are still lots of spaces left in Mr Williams’ Monday afternoon cricket club. 
Come along and enjoy a game—the more the merrier! 
 
Mrs Goacher will be running a lunch time Gardening Club on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, children are invited to 
sign up to this. 
 
SCS Please check their website for details: https://southcoastsports.ipalbookings.com/     No after school club on Friday 
19th June, our ‘Friends’ Summer Sizzler event. 

In addition to our after school club programme , Activ8 will be offering wraparound care between 3.00 and 6.00pm.  
Booking for wraparound care should be made directly with Activ8.https://activ8forkids.ipalbookings.com.  Bookings 
must be made in advance, up to 12 noon on the day of care.        Email: Josh at 
westdeanmanager@activ8forkids.co.uk. 

Our Breakfast Bears Club is also available, Monday to Friday, 8.00 – 8.30, £4 per child (including breakfast)   

Please make sure that you book at least 24hrs in advance. 

 

After School Clubs and Breakfast Bears, you can make your bookings on-line at Arbor.  Please contact the school 

office if you require a reminder of your log-in details. 

https://southcoastsports.ipalbookings.com/
https://activ8forkids.ipalbookings.com
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